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The City team actu-
alized this year’s theme, 
'Breaking Barriers to-
wards a Liberating Jour-
ney in School Sports,' as it 
brought home 37 gold, 38 
silver, and 31 bronze med-
als. Aside from ruling the 
basketball event, the City 
team also finished other 
sports events with victory.

The Elementary 
level fastened the events 
of Athletics, Gymnastics, 
Swimming, Taekwondo, 
And Tennis Events with 
ten (10) gold medals. 
Meanwhile, the secondary 
level tallied with 27 golds 
as they ruled the Taekwon-
do, Arnis, Athletics, Box-
ing, And Chess Events. 
Furthermore, the team 
from Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) bagged one 
(1) gold and two (2) silvers 
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DepEd sets Kinder to Grade10 
curriculum roadmap

“We are also re-
sponding to the challenges 
of curriculum, education 
per se. This is a persisting 
challenge even before I 
came in and we continue 
the review of our curric-
ulum, especially in this 
time with the pressure to 
rely on technology and 
the pressure to respond to 
what everyone describes as 
the new normal in the light 

Adapting to new approaches in teaching and learning, the Department of Educa-
tion (DepEd) has set a roadmap for the review and updating of curriculum for Kinder to 
Grade 10.

of COVID-19,” Secretary 
Leonor Magtolis Briones 
said.

Undersecretary Di-
osdado San Antonio men-
tioned that the Department 
has already laid down a 
roadmap for the 2022 ver-

sion of the K to 10 curric-
ulum.

“Ang initial agree-
ments talaga namin para 
sa Kinder hanggang Grade 
3, mas paiigtingin natin 
yung pagbabasa, pagcom-
pute at social emotional 

skills. Gusto natin mas 
simple pero marunong na 
marunong,” he said.

“Ang importante 
marunong siyang magbasa 
at yung mga importanteng 
kaalaman at kasanayan. 

DOH/DOST call out media 
for publishing disinformation 

on COVID 19 vaccines
	 The Department 

of Health (DOH) and the 
Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) 
on Friday called out media 
institutions continuing to 
publish disinformation on 

COVID-19 vaccines and 
said that misleading infor-
mation on COVID-19 vac-
cines does more harm than 
good to Filipinos.

Contrary to insinua-
tions that the Vaccine Ex-

pert Panel (VEP) is only 
promoting one brand of 
vaccines, the DOH and 
the DOST said that the 
panel is guided by science 
in evaluating vaccines. 
Moreover, the VEP is ob-
jective in evaluating the 
safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 vaccines being 
used in the country.

“In times of crisis, 
clear and effective com-
munication can spell the 
difference between life and 
death. We have seen how 
crucial clear and effective 
communication is and it 
is for this very reason that 
we continue to expand our 
capacities to communicate 
always in pursuit of equip-
ping Filipinos with the 

4.47B PHP distributed 
to 4.4M low earners 

in NCR: DILG
The Department 

of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) today 
said that local government 
units (LGUs) in the Na-
tional Capital Region have 
distributed P4.47 Billion 
or 40.07% of the funds 
earmarked by the national 
government as financial 
assistance to 4,477,090 

low-income individuals.
“Pursigido po ang 

mga LGUs sa pamamahagi 
ng ayuda kaya they have 
been working hard to en-
sure that the financial aid 
reaches the intended ben-
eficiaries,” said DILG Un-
dersecretary and Spokes-
person Jonathan Malaya.

(Turn to page 3)

DENR  celebrates Earthday 2021
As the country cele-

brates Earth Day on April 
22, Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Secretary 
Roy A. Cimatu empha-
sized the importance of 
having each Filipino play 
an active role to collective-
ly make a substantial im-
pact in addressing climate 
change and other environ-
mental issues.

With this year’s 
Earth Day theme "Doing 
our Fair Share to Restore 

E-NUTRIBUN TO ROLL 
OUT IN ANTIQUE TO HELP 

CURB MALNUTRITION

the Earth," Cimatu chal-
lenged the public to join 
efforts to combat climate 
change and environmen-
tal destruction, especially 
during a global health cri-
sis.

"From individuals to 
communities, we can all 
be part of the solution in 
addressing climate change 
and many other envi-
ronmental issues. When 
we stop environmentally 
harmful activities, not only 
do we save nature, we also 

minimize the risk on the 
spur of new viruses," Ci-
matu said.

The DENR chief cit-
ed that water and energy 
conservation, proper waste 
segregation, and leading 
eco-friendly lifestyle are 
among the various actions 
one can do from the com-
fort of their homes amid 
the restrictions caused by 
the pandemic.

"When done consis-
tently, the seemingly small 
things we do for the envi-

ronment all together actu-
ally creates a significant 
impact for the Earth’s heal-
ing," Cimatu said.

He added: "Amid the 
pandemic, the Department 
has been actively doing its 
part on reforestation, river 
and coastal cleanups, bio-
diversity conservation, and 
solid waste management, 
among many programs. 
May each of us also do 
our share in caring for our 
environment and planet in 
any way we can.”

Earth Day Network 
Philippines (EDNP), the 
DENR’s partner for the 
Earth Day celebration, 
has also recommended 
30 environmental actions, 
such as composting food 
waste, buying local prod-
ucts, planting native trees, 
among many others.

Other tips are posted 
on EDNP’s social media 
page.

The DENR, in part-

nership with EDNP, urged 
the public to join the vir-
tual celebration on April 
22 from 8:00am to 5:00pm 
with main activities hap-
pening in the afternoon, 
including the delivery of 
the State of the Philippine 
Environment Address. The 
event will be live streamed 
on Facebook thru https://
www.facebook.com/earth-
dayphilippines.

The said event will 
also launch the handbook 
Sustainable Development 
Goals--Laudato Si’: To-
wards Ecological Solidar-
ity by the Living Laudato 
Si' Philippines and the jin-
gle-making contest by the 
DENR Task Force Tayo 
ang Kalikasan.

There are also sched-
uled webinars on "Eco 
Entrepreneurship: Oppor-
tunities and Challenges" 
on April 29 organized by 
DENR and EDNP.

The "Mind Your 

Business! An EnviPreneur-
ship" webinar on April 27, 
led by the DENR-Environ-
mental Management Bu-
reau (EMB), aims to help 
micro, small, and medium 
enterprises on environ-
mental sustainability for 
their businesses.

DENR-EMB is also 
inviting children five to 12 
years old to join "E-Doo-
dle Mo, Kid," a doodle art 
contest to express care for 
the Earth and the environ-
ment through art from the 
safety of their homes.

The contest will run 
until April 23 with voting 
via EMB’s Facebook page 
from April 26 to 30.

Observed every April 
22 of each year, Earth Day 
is a global movement cel-
ebrated by more than 190 
countries that advocates 
for sustainable action for 
the environment in various 
ways and to change human 
behavior. Source: DENR

 According to the 
Antique Provincial Plan-
ning and Development 
Office (PDDO), Antique 
is already identified as the 
province in Western Vi-
sayas with the highest mal-

nutrition incidence at 26% 
in 2015.  This has wors-
ened since the pandemic 
because of the limited ac-
cess to healthy foods be-
cause of strict implemen-
tation of border restriction 

and travel ban.
To address the call of 

the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) Memorandum 
Circular No. 12 Series of 
2020, the Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DOST) - Food and Nu-
trition Research Institute 
(FNRI) re-developed the 
Nutribun – a ready-to-eat 
bread introduced in the 
1970s which was distrib-
uted to the children from 
grades 1 to 6 in different 
public elementary schools 
during the year 1970 to 
1971, primarily to fight 
against malnutrition. 

The project for the 
production and distribu-
tion of E-Nutribuns will 
be implemented through 
the University of Antique 
Sibalom Technohub, a 
beneficiary of one of the 
DOST’s flagship projects 
called the Community 
Empowerment Through 
Science and Technology 
(CEST).

This undertaking 
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BENTE PLUS TAPSIHAN
affordable delicious meals

For bulk orders please contact: 
09063343266 / 09297215007

(From page 1)

City Government of Carmona

PAALAALA SA PAGKUHA NG AYUDA: Muli po 
hinihikayat na pumunta sa oras na nakalaan sa inyong 

Barangay at huwag na pong pumunta kung wala sa 
inilabas na listahan upang maiwasan ang paglabag sa 
social distancing. Magsuot ng mask at shield at dalhin 
ang kaukulang ID at dokumento ng pagkakakilanlan.
Para sa anumang katanungan o hinaing, mangyari la-

mang na magtext o tumawag sa mga numerong : 
+63 906 935 7451   at   +63 995 315 9479

lgucavitecity.ayuda@gmail.com

Local Government of Cavite City

DepEd sets Kinder to Grade10 
curriculum roadmap

Kasi kahit hindi mo na yan 
turuan pag naging interesa-
do yan, magbabasa yan at 
magdi-discover ng mundo 
on their own,” added Usec. 
San Antonio.

In addition, DepEd 
will also review the Most 
Essential Learning Com-
petencies (MELCs) im-
plemented this school year 
and assess if these are suffi-
cient for learners to acquire 
knowledge and skills.

San Antonio stressed 
that these competencies 
were chosen to simplify 
the process of learning, 
given the limitation of dis-
tance learning.

As part of the review 
process, the roadmap also 
identified the horizontal 
alignment of the curric-
ulum to ensure learners’ 
progression from Grade 1 
to Grade 10.

“Ang aasahan po na-

(From page 1)

tin sa magiging curriculum 
sa mga susunod pagkata-
pos ng COVID-19 ay na-
katuon pa rin tayo sa lub-
hang mahalaga. Sisikapin 
natin na hindi siya kasing 
congested katulad ngayon 
kasi ang nakikita rin na-

tin although wala kaming 
ebidensya,” San Antonio 
noted. The Department is 
eyeing to finalize the cur-
riculum review by this year 
and conduct consultation 
sessions by early 2022. 
Source: DepEd

DOH/DOST call out media for publishing disinformation on COVID 19 vaccines
right knowledge to protect 
not only themselves but 
their loved ones as well,” 
said Undersecretary Maria 
Rosario Singh-Vergeire.

Additionally, the 
DOH and DOST said 
that all vaccines are safe 
and effective in protect-
ing against the severe 
form of COVID-19 and 

that COVID-19 vaccines 
would prevent hospitaliza-
tion due to severe disease.

“We appeal primar-
ily to our media partners 
to exercise caution when 
reporting potentially mis-
leading information about 
COVID-19 vaccines. Vac-
cines are safe and vac-
cines are effective and we 
all know this. Let us work 

together to help Filipinos 
better understand the ben-
efits of vaccines. 

In times of crisis, 
vaccines can spell the dif-
ference between life and 
death,” explained Under-
secretary Singh-Vergeire.

The DOST created 
the VEP as DOST is part of 
the vaccine selection and 
evaluation structure un-
der the Inter-Agency Task 
Force (IATF). 

The VEP is com-
posed of vaccine experts, 
technical experts, and sci-
entists who will identify, 
evaluate, and recommend 
possible vaccine candi-
dates for the Philippines.

Moreover, the gov-
ernment, through vaccine 

czar Secretary Carlito 
Galvez Jr., is widening the 
country’s vaccine portfolio 
by securing more vaccines 
from manufacturers such 
as AstraZeneca, Sinovac, 
Novovax, Sputnik V, John-

son & Johnson, Moderna, 
and Pfizer.

The government 
calls on everyone to be a 
BIDA+ citizen and share 
verified information with 
the public. Being a BIDA+ 

citizen includes fighting 
disinformation regarding 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and at the same time 
observing the minimum 
public health standards 
(MPHS). Source: DOH

City Government of Imus

E-NUTRIBUN TO ROLL OUT IN ANTIQUE 
TO HELP CURB MALNUTRITION

will include the production 
and distribution of E-Nu-
tribuns to malnourished 
elementary level children 
(6-9 years old) from 17 
municipalities in the prov-
ince of Antique to help al-
leviate malnutrition. 

Currently, there is 
an agreement between the 
University of Antique and 
the Department of Educa-
tion Division of Antique 
for the school-based feed-
ing program amounting to 
P28,332,720.00.

On the other hand, 
the DOST-VI project funds 
amounting to P250,000.00 
will cover the 120-day 

feeding activity, targeting 
30 children-beneficiary per 
municipality.  

The Department of 
Education will be the one to 
identify the children-bene-
ficiaries, the conduct of the 
actual feeding, and provide 
the updates through virtual 
channels or platforms.  

Also, pre-weighing 
of children-beneficiaries 
will be conducted before 
the feeding.

In order to reach the 
510 malnourished chil-
dren-beneficiaries, the 
production of E-Nutribun 
will be done two times a 
week specifically on Mon-

day and Tuesday for 7.5 
months with deliveries on 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
considering the shelf life 
(3 days) of the Enhanced 
Nutribun.  The production 
and distribution of E-Nu-
tribuns in the Province of 
Antique is being imple-
mented through the col-
laboration of the follow-
ing: University of Antique 
(UA) - Sibalom Campus, 
Department of Education 
(DepEd), Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DOST) VI and the An-
tique Local Government 
Unit.  (JJMoleño/DOST 
VI-KMU) Source: DOST

“In dwelling, live close to the 
ground. In thinking, keep to the 
simple. In conflict, be fair and 

generous. In governing, don't try 
to control. In work, do what you 

enjoy. In family life, be completely 
present.”
-Lao Tzu-
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Para sa anumang katanungan o hinaing, mangyari lamang na magtext sa CSWD 
Bacoor Hotline Numbers: 0915-521-7193    0916-858-5245       0939-329-0348

							              By Luigi Lim

City Government of Bacoor
Patuloy ang pamamahagi ng financial assistance para sa ating 

mga kababayan. Paalala na magsuot ng face mask at face shield 
at sumunod sa health at safety protocols sa mga nakabilang.

4.47B PHP distributed to 4.4M low earners in NCR: DILG
Earlier, the President 

approved the release of 
some P22.9-billion ayuda 
to 22.9 million low-income 
individuals in NCR Plus, 
including Bulacan, Rizal, 
Laguna, and Cavite. Each 
target beneficiary shall 
receive P1,000 or up to a 
maximum of P4,000 per 
family.

In Metro Manila, 
Mandaluyong, San Juan, 
Quezon City, and Navotas 
topped the list of LGUs 
that have distributed the 
most financial assistance to 
their constituents and are 
more than halfway through 
their distribution.

Mandaluyong has 
distributed P243.368-mil-
lion (66.75%); San Juan has 
given out P62.77-million 
(63.78%); Quezon City 
has disbursed P1.559-bil-
lion (62.83%); Navotas has 
released P108.36-Million 
(54.22%), and Caloocan 
has released P639.8-mil-
lion (47.89%).

Under the imple-
menting guidelines on ayu-
da distribution, LGUs are 
given 15 days to distrib-
ute cash assistance and 30 
days for in-kind assistance 
upon receipt of the funds 
from the national govern-

ment. Both the DILG and 
the DSWD have commit-
ted to grant requests for 
an extension for justifiable 
reasons.

The DILG com-
mended the LGUs for their 
hard work and persever-
ance in distributing the 
ayuda even beyond office 
hours and sometimes until 
the wee hours of the night 
to ensure that the aid gets 
to poor families immedi-
ately.

“Saludo po ang 
DILG sa ating mga LGUs 
sa sipag at tiyaga na ipina-
pamalas nila sa pamimigay 
ng ayuda. Pinapatunayan 
lamang nito na kayo ay 
matino, mahusay at maaa-
sahang mga kawani ng 
pamahalaan,” said Malaya.

Under the Joint 
Memorandum Circular, 
priority target beneficia-
ries of the said financial 
assistance are low-income 
individuals and those 
working in informal econ-
omies who were benefi-
ciaries of the first tranche 
of Social Amelioration 
Program (SAP), addition-
al beneficiaries in SAP 2, 
SAP wait-listed beneficia-
ries, and those belonging 
to vulnerable groups such 
as low-income individuals 

living alone, persons with 
disabilities (PWD), solo 
parents, and the like.

Malaya reminded 
LGUs to strictly impose 
physical distancing and 
wearing of face masks and 
face shields during the dis-
tribution of ayuda in distri-
bution centers.

“While we want the 
ayuda to reach our people 
quickly, we do not want 
the distribution to become 
super spreader events. 
We, therefore, call on our 
LGUs to enforce measures 
to ensure that the public 
observes minimum public 
health standards during 
the distribution proper,” he 
said. 

The Philippine Na-
tional Police has also been 
directed to assist the LGUs 
in implementing minimum 
health standards. The PNP 
is part of the Joint Moni-
toring and Inspection Team 
headed by the DILG.

Malaya lauded the 
efforts of some LGUs like 
the City of Biñan in Lagu-
na, where Mayor Arman 
Dimaguila mobilized city 
government employees 
and other volunteers to dis-
tribute the ayuda right at 
the doorsteps of the bene-
ficiaries.

“Maayos ang 
pamimigay sa Biñan kasi 
sinusuyod talaga nila ang 
mga barangay at inihahatid 

ang ayuda sa tahanan mis-
mo ng mga beneficiaries. 
Sa ganitong paraan, hindi 
na kailangang mag-ip-

on-ipon ang mga tao at 
maiiwasan ang pagkalat 
ng virus,” he said. Source: 
DILG

Dr. Franz Asunta de 
Leon, an associate profes-
sor from the Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering 
Institute of the University 
of the Philippines Diliman, 
was appointed as the new 
director of the Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy-Advanced Science 
and Technology Institute 
(DOST-ASTI). 

Dr. de Leon replaced 
now Philippine Space 
Agency (PhilSA) Director 

DR. FRANZ DE LEON IS NEW 
DOST-ASTI DIRECTOR

(Turn to page 4)

DR. FRANZ DE LEON IS NEW DOST-ASTI DIRECTOR
General Joel Joseph Mar-
ciano. He took his oath in 
front of DOST Secretary 
Fortunato T. de la Peña 
and DOST Undersecretary 
for Research and Develop-
ment Dr. Rowena Cristina 
L. Guevara on 15 April 
2021 at the DOST-ASTI 
Office in Diliman, Quezon 
City. He will be the ninth 
director to take the role at 
the DOST-ASTI.

The new DOST-AS-
TI director is a graduate of 
BS Electronics and Com-
munications Engineering 
and MS in Electrical Engi-
neering in 2003 and 2005, 
respectively. He earned 
his PhD in Electronic and 
Electrical Engineering at 
the University of South-
ampton in the United 
Kingdom in 2014. During 
that time, he also served 
as part of the UP faculty 
for engineering students. 
With interests in Digital 
Signal Processing for Au-
dio and Communications, 
he was involved in one of 
the collaborative projects 
of DOST-ASTI with UPD-
EEEI as the project leader 
for the Development of a 
Philippine Indigenous In-
strument Sounds Database, 
also known as KATUNOG 
(KAlipunan ng KaTUtu-
bong TuNOG).

“During these chal-
lenging times, there is a 
need for solutions and 
applications that will up-
lift our spirits and help us 
adjust to the new normal.  
As the new ASTI Director, 
I want to make the Filipi-
nos enjoy the benefits of 
innovative solutions in the 
field of ICT, Microelec-
tronics and Space Tech-
nology. We will continue 
to work closely with our 
stakeholders to meet their 
expectations. We will also 
continue to invest not only 
in upgrading the facilities, 
but more importantly in 
our human resources to be 
agile and ready for the next 
generation technologies”, 

said Dr. de Leon on his ap-
pointment as Director.

He will lead 
DOST-ASTI which is 
mandated to spearhead 
various activities and ini-
tiatives such as research 
and development (R&D) 
projects in the advanced 
fields of Information and 
Communication Technol-
ogy and Microelectronics 
and long-term researches 
to strengthen and modern-
ize science and technology 
infrastructure. 

Some of the nota-
ble achievements of the 
Institute in recent years 
include the PHL-Micro-
satellite Program which 
was responsible for the 
development and deploy-
ment of the country’s two 
satellites, DIWATA-1 and 
DIWATA-2, and the es-
tablishment of the satellite 
ground receiving station 
called the Philippine Earth 
Data Resource and Obser-

vation (PEDRO) Center 
housed at the DOST-ASTI 
grounds and another one in 
Davao City.

“DOST Secretry de 
la Peña also shared a mes-
sage to Dr. De Leon after 
his oath taking ceremony, 
"I wish to congratulate Dr. 
Franz Asunta de Leon on 
his appointment and on his 
assumption as Director of 
the DOST-ASTI. The field 
that has been assigned to 
ASTI is something that 
will really transform the 
Philippines, and so we ex-
pect a lot of innovations 
and transformations that 
will come out of ASTI. I 
count on ASTI to contrib-
ute not only to new knowl-
edge generation, to new 
technology generation, but 
towards the support for 
more commercial technol-
ogies that will boost our 
initiatives towards being 
competitive in the region". 
Source: DOST 
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	 Dr. Franz Asunta de Leon was sworn into office on 15 April 2021 as the 
new director of DOST-ASTI. Together with him during his oath taking were Sec-
retary Fortunato T. de la Peña, DOST Undersecretary for Research and Devel-
opment Dr. Rowena Cristina L. Guevara, and other DOST-ASTI officials. This 
was held at the DOST-ASTI office in Diliman, Quezon City. (Photos from Office 
of the Secretary)


